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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1. Claims 1 - 21 are pending and the Information Disclosure Statement (PTO-1449) 
submitted on 9/29/2005 has been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 - 3, 8 - 10 and 15 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Walker et al., U.S. Patent Number 5,651,775. 

4. As per claim 1, Walker teaches a method in a computer system for reducing the risk of 
adverse clinical events when administering multiple medications to a patient, comprising: 

• Associating a first medication with a first attachment (column 7, lines 23 - 30 where the 
first drug is loaded into the syringe label cradle or SLC); 

• Associating a second medication with the first attachment (column 7, lines 23 - 30 where 
the second drug is connected to the SLC); and 

• Determining whether the medications are compatible with one another (column 3, lines 1 
- 7), if so, generating an alert (column 10, lines 3-9 where a warning is flashed). 

5. As per claim 2, Walker teaches the method of claim 1 as described above. Walker further 
teaches the method wherein the attachment is an intravenous (IV) line (column 2, lines 35 - 47). 
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6. As per claim 3, Walker teaches the method of claim 1 as described above. Walker further 
teaches the method comprising receiving orders for the first and second medications (column 8, 
line 65 through column 9, line 6 where drugs is plural and therefore the order is for all prescribed 
medications). 

7. As per claim 8, Walker teaches a computerized system for reducing the risk of adverse 
clinical events when administering multiple medications to a patient, comprising: 

• A first associating module for associating a first medication with a first attachment 
(column 7, lines 23 - 30 where the first drug is loaded into the syringe label cradle or 
SLC); 

• A second associating module for associating a second medication with the first 
attachment (column 7, lines 23 - 30 where the second drug is connected to the SLC); and 

• A determining module for determining whether the medications are compatible with one 
another (column 3, lines 1 - 7), if so, generating an alert (column 10, lines 3-9 where a 
warning is flashed). 

8. As per claim 9, Walker teaches the system of claim 8 as described above. Walker further 
teaches the system wherein the attachment is an intravenous (IV) line (column 2, lines 35 - 47). 

9. As per claim 10, Walker teaches the system of claim 8 as described above. Walker 
further teaches the system comprising a receiving module for receiving orders for the first and 
second medications (column 8, line 65 through column 9, line 6 where drugs is plural and 
therefore the order is for all prescribed medications). 

10. As per claim 15, Walker teaches a computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a method, the method comprising: 
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• Associating a first medication with a first attachment (column 7, lines 23 - 30 where the 
first drug is loaded into the syringe label cradle or SLC); 

• Associating a second medication with the first attachment (column 7, lines 23 - 30 where 
the second drug is connected to the SLC), and determining whether the medications are 
compatible with one another (column 3, lines 1 - 7), if so, generating an alert (column 10, 
lines 3-9 where a warning is flashed). 

11. As per claim 16, Walker teaches the method of claim 15 as described above. Walker 
further teaches the method wherein the attachment is an intravenous (IV) line (column 2, lines 35 
-47). 

12. As per claim 17, Walker teaches the method of claim 15 as described above. Walker 
further teaches the method comprising receiving orders for the first and second medications 
(column 8, line 65 through column 9, line 6 where drugs is plural and therefore the order is for 
all prescribed medications). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claims 4 - 7,11 - 14 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Walker et al., U.S. Patent 5,651,775 in view of Legal Precedent. 

15. As per claim 4, Walker teaches the method of claim 3 as described above. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/767,3 19 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3626 

Walker further teaches the method wherein the first medication order is received by a first 
graphical indicia, and receiving a user selection of the first graphical indicia (column 13, line 61 
through column 14, line 29 where the icons may be customized to any form). 
Walker does not explicitly teach the method wherein the first medication order is received by 
displaying a representation of at least a portion of a human body and a first graphical indicia 
indicative of the location of the attachment on the patient , and receiving a user selection of the 
first graphical indicia. 

According to MPEP §2144.04(1), "matters relating to ornamentation only which have no 
mechanical function cannot be relied upon to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from 
the prior art." In re Seid, 161 F. 2D 229, 73 USPQ 431 (CCPA 1947) 

16. As per claim 5, Walker in view of Legal Precedent teaches the method of claim 4 as 
described above. Walker further teaches the method comprising receiving order details for the 
first medication after the user selection is received (column 8, line 65 through column 9, line 6 
where the system begins loading the prescription information after the icon is pushed to engage 
the medicine). 

17. As per claim 6, Walker in view of Legal Precedent teaches the method of claim 4 as 
described above. Walker further teaches the method wherein the first graphical indicia is an icon 
(see column 8, line 65 through column 9, line 6). 

18. As per claim 7, Walker teaches the method of claim 3 as described above. 

Walker further teaches the method comprising displaying a plurality of graphical indicia (see 
column 8, line 65 through column 9, line 6). 
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Walker does not explicitly teach the method further comprising displaying a plurality of 
graphical indicia indicative of the locations of a plurality of attachments on the patient . 
According to MPEP §2144.04(1), "matters relating to ornamentation only which have no 
mechanical function cannot be relied upon to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from 
the prior art." In re Seid, 161 F. 2D 229, 73 USPQ 431 (CCPA 1947) 

19. As per claim 1 1, Walker teaches the system of claim 10 as described above. 
Walker further teaches the system wherein the first medication order is received by a first 
graphical indicia, and receiving a user selection of the first graphical indicia (column 13, line 61 
through column 14, line 29 where the icons may be customized to any form). 

Walker does not explicitly teach the system wherein the first medication order is received by 
displaying a representation of at least a portion of a human body and a first graphical indicia 
indicative of the location of the attachment on the patient , and receiving a user selection of the 
first graphical indicia. 

According to MPEP §2144.04(1), "matters relating to ornamentation only which have no 
mechanical function cannot be relied upon to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from 
the prior art." In re Seid, 161 F. 2D 229, 73 USPQ 431 (CCPA 1947) 

20. As per claim 12, Walker in view of Legal Precedent teaches the system of claim 1 1 as 
described above. Walker further teaches the system wherein the receiving module receives order 
details for the first medication after the user selection is received (column 8, line 65 through 
column 9, line 6 where the system begins loading the prescription information after the icon is 
pushed to engage the medicine). 
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21. As per claim 13, Walker in view of Legal Precedent teaches the system of claim 1 1 as 
described above. Walker further teaches the system wherein the first graphical indicia is an icon 
(see column 8, line 65 through column 9, line 6). 

22. As, per claim 14, Walker teaches the system of claim 10 as described above. 
14. The system of claim 10, further comprising: 

Walker further teaches the system comprising displaying a plurality of graphical indicia (see 
column 8, line 65 through column 9, line 6). 

Walker does not explicitly teach the system further comprising displaying a plurality of graphical 
indicia indicative of the locations of a plurality of attachments on the patient . 
According to MPEP §2144.04(1), "matters relating to ornamentation only which have no 
mechanical function cannot be relied upon to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from 
the prior art." In re Seid, 161 F. 2D 229, 73 USPQ 431 (CCPA 1947) 

23. As per claim 18, Walker teaches the method of claim 17 as described above. 
Walker further teaches the method wherein the first medication order is received by a first 
graphical indicia, and receiving a user selection of the first graphical indicia (column 13, line 61 
through column 14, line 29 where the icons may be customized to any form). 

Walker does not explicitly teach the method wherein the first medication order is received by 
displaying a representation of at least a portion of a human body and a first graphical indicia 
indicative of the location of the attachment on the patient , and receiving a user selection of the 
first graphical indicia. 
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According to MPEP §2144.04(1), "matters relating to ornamentation only which have no 
mechanical function cannot be relied upon to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from 
the prior art." In re Seid, 161 F. 2D 229, 73 USPQ 431 (CCPA 1947) 

24. As per claim 19, Walker in view of Legal Precedent teaches the method of claim 18 as 
described above. Walker further teaches the method comprising receiving order details for the 
first medication after the user selection is received (column 8, line 65 through column 9, line 6 
where the system begins loading the prescription information after the icon is pushed to engage 
the medicine). 

25. As per claim 20, Walker in view of Legal Precedent teaches the method of claim 19 as 

described above. Walker further teaches the method wherein the first graphical indicia is an icon 

\ 

(see column 8, line 65 through column 9, line 6). 

26. As per claim 21, Walker teaches the method of claim 17 as described above. 
Walker further teaches the method comprising displaying a plurality of graphical indicia (see 
column 8, line 65 through column 9, line 6), 

Walker does not explicitly teach the method further comprising displaying a plurality of 
graphical indicia indicative of the locations of a plurality of attachments on the patient . 
According to MPEP §2144.04(1), "matters relating to ornamentation only which have no 
mechanical function cannot be relied upon to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from 
the prior art." In re Seid, 161 F. 2D 229, 73 USPQ 431 (CCPA 1947) 

Conclusion 

27. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Hickle et al., U.S. Pre-Grant Publication 2003/ 0135087 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neal R. Sereboff whose telephone number is (571) 270-1373. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon thru Thur from 7:30am to 5pm, with 1st Fri off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571) 272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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